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Mr. President,

At the outset I would like to congratulate you on the assumption of the Presidency of the Conference on Disarmament and to wish you all the success in your endeavours. I would also like to take the opportunity to wish every success to the recently appointed Acting Secretary-General of the Conference on Disarmament, Mr. Michael Møller.

Mr. President,

It is indeed an honour for me to address this Conference, the single permanent negotiating forum for Disarmament, which has during its tenure produced numerous important multilateral treaties that guided the global community through détente, to the post-Cold War environment. Τoday, the CD is at the crossroads, called upon to find a way to break the longstanding deadlock by restarting negotiations on pivotal issues such as the Fissile Material Cut Off Treaty (FMCT), which is after all the 'next logical step' towards nuclear disarmament; and at the same time, to address other pressing issues in the field of disarmament.

With reference to the latter point, it is becoming evident that the Conference ceases to be productive and constructive in the critical issue of Disarmament; and that, when it has been the initiator of so many cardinal disarmament institutional actions. 
Important developments in the field of disarmament find fertile ground outside this forum, thus widening the gap between the Conference and the rest of the Disarmament Machinery. More specifically, the adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) after eight years of very difficult negotiations was indeed a great achievement, which will be complete once the Treaty enters into force. Important developments also include the accession of Syria to the Chemical Weapons Convention and the progress made in the E3+3 talks with Iran on the latter's nuclear programme.

And yet, in the Conference on Disarmament progress has been slow. In our view, the current inertia of this important negotiating forum should take advantage of important initiatives launched in the UN First Committee during the past two years. Greece, along with the rest of the EU member states, supported Resolution 67/53 on the "Treaty Banning the Production of Fissile Material for Nuclear Weapons or other Nuclear Explosive Devices". In this respect we look forward to the beginning of the work of the relevant Group of Governmental Experts later this year and hope that it will make substantive recommendations to the Conference on Disarmament.

Another important event in this year's Disarmament agenda is the holding of the Third Session of the NPT PrepCom in the framework of the preparations for the NPT Review Conference in 2015. These two meetings should act as a catalyst in revamping fruitful and constructive discussions in the CD.

For Greece the NPT and its three pillars constitute one of the most important foundations of the global security edifice, and thus, we look forward to the further implementation of the NPT Action Plan, stressing particularly the need to promote nuclear safety and security. On this latter point, the incidents of Chernobyl and most recently of Fukushima have taught us that nuclear safety is, by definition, a global challenge. Therefore, we all share the common responsibility to bring nuclear power production in all corners of the planet in compliance with the highest international safety standards.

We also consider the NPT Action Plan to be the best suited framework to address the important issue of the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons, an issue which is gaining ground, as the recent Nayarit Conference aptly demonstrated. Moreover, in the context of the NPT Review Cycle, Greece fully supports the ongoing and tireless efforts of the Facilitator to prepare the ground for the holding of the Conference on the Zone free from Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East as soon as possible.  

Mr. President, 

Allow me now to turn to an issue to which Greece attaches great importance, given that we are the longest-standing observer of the CD, since 1982. I am referring to the question of enlargement, which is foreseen in Rule 2 of the CD Rules of Procedure, according to which "The membership of the Conference will be reviewed at regular intervals". We are of the view that there is no reason or moral justification to exclude UN member States from disarmament discussions, all the more so because of the universal nature of the United Nations. In a time when global challenges require collective solutions through global partnerships, it is indeed an anachronism to restrict participation in negotiations on disarmament issues to only sixty five countries. It is equally outdated to hold Enlargement hostage to bilateral issues which have absolutely no relevance to the subject matter of the Conference on Disarmament. In this respect, we reiterate our call for the Members of the Conference on Disarmament to appoint a Special Coordinator on Enlargement, without prejudice to the final outcome.

In conclusion, Mr. President, given the multiple challenges which the world is facing today in the field of global security, we believe that the CD cannot afford to remain in constant deadlock and   should finally begin substantive work, through the adoption of a Programme of Work.

Greece stands ready, as a responsible member of the international community, which participates in all principal instruments in the field of disarmament to contribute its share, commensurate with its responsibilities, to bringing the deadlock in the Conference on Disarmament to an end and taking multilateral negotiations forward. 

Thank you Mr. President.   
